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History of  Long-term Preservation 

in the LDS Church 

How long can we store important assets? 

How long is “long enough?” 
 























Moses             ~  1400 BC 

Lehi                 ~    600 BC 

Mormon          ~    400 AD 

Joseph Smith  -   1829 AD 



How do you keep something safe for a 

very long period of time? 







Current Projects: 
 

Asset Management 
Multi-site Preservation 

Growing Archive 
International Area Offices 

Cloud-enhanced workflows 



Asset Management 

Realizing the vision 



Archive Disconnected  from Users 

 

Where we started 



Current challenges 



Files / Content Metadata / Context 

Files vs Assets  



What is Asset Management 
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ONLINE STORAGE 

NEARLINE STORAGE 

OFFLINE STORAGE 

WORKFLOWS/TRANSFORMATIONS 

Assets 
 

Operations 



Asset Journey 

Create 

• Images 

• Video 

• Text 

• Audio 

Assemble 

• Movie 

• Kiosk 

• Graphic 

• Publication 

Publish / Distribute 

• Website 

• Exhibit 

• Social Post 

• Movie Theater 

• Online Video 

Metadata 



Asset Management Process 
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What is it? 

Where is it 
coming from? 

Where should it 
go? 

What should it be 
called? 

Who puts it there? 

Budget? 
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t Gather files 

Name them 
correctly 

Put them where they 
go 

Add appropriate 
metadata 
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Is everything where 
it belongs? 

Does it have all the 
information it needs? 

Can I find it? 

Can I restore it? 

Production space 
clean? 



Asset Management Plan 
What 

Storage 

Organize 

Protect 

Steward 

Access 

Rights 

Usage 

Retain /Expire 

Change 



PROCESSES 



SEARCH 



Asset Management 

Rework 

Repurpose 

Record 



Multi-site Preservation 

Built to protect valuable assets 

Prepare content for preservation 

Replicate content into different 

geographic zones 

 



Growing Archive 

Manage our Assets 

Prepare content for archive / reuse 

Metadata services to ensure findability 

 



INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 

Think INTERNATIONALLY 

Create media locally – share globally 

Utilize asset management systems to 

secure, find and use content 

Protect the assets 

 





Cloud-enhanced workflows 

Prepare Content for Distribution 

Visual Effects Rendering 

User-generated content 

 



Focus:  
 

Enabling services when/where 

they are needed 

Speed and efficiency is key 



Approach 

Built for work 

Prepare content for distribution 

Retain copy in the Archive 





Summary 

Plan for Preservation 

Use good materials 

Plan for future transformations 

Gather as much metadata as possible 

Apply consistent deliberate work 

 




